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Roll of Honour 
2022-2023 

 
Division 1 
Champions 
Casablanca 
Runners-up 

Wings 
 

Division 2 
Winners 
Quads 

Runners-up 
Mixed Blues 

 

Handicap League 
Winners 
Wings 

 

Don Standing Cup 
Winners 
Wings 

Runners-up 
Fisherman’s Rest 

 

Maurice Jefferies Plate 
Winners 

Casablanca 
Runners-up 

Quads 
 

Handicap Cup 
No Competiton 

 

 
Eddie Conway Cup 

Winner 
John Clarke 

Finalists 
, Ray Oakes, Neil Macaskill, 

and Dag Griffiths 
 

Linden Adams Cup 
Winner 

Sheila Tickle 
 

Bill Hawkins Cup 
Winner 

Dag Griffiths 
 

Tony Evans Cup 
Winner 

Bill Morris 
 

Pairs Competition 
No Competiton 

 

WELCOME TO THE 
2022-2023 SEASON 

 

Fourteen teams have registered for the 2022-2023 season. We are 
sorry to lose Dismounted following the death of Mike Williams 
(obituary overleaf) 
 

Nick Philpott has taken over as secretary of Exams. 
 

At the May committee meeting it was decided to run two divisions of 
seven teams playing each other twice (home and away i.e. twelve 
matches) for the first and second division titles.  
 

On the completion of this stage, there again will be a handicap 
league in which each first division side will play each second division 
side over seven weeks.  
 

The league season will be followed by the Don Standing/Maurice 

Jefferies Plate. It is hoped that the Handicap Cup and the Pairs 

Competition can both be resumed after a three year absence 

DERMOT WILLIAMS 1947-2022 

 

Obituary from team mate Steve James  
 
Until the early 1990s Dermot played for the 
‘Amateurs’ quiz team based at Southport Amateurs 
club in West St. When the club closed, Dermot 
suggested renaming the team ‘Exams’ and found a 
succession of venues, finally ending up at the Bold 
Arms in Churchtown. Always friendly, good 
humoured, his team selection was planned to give 
every team member a fair share of team places. As 
a host his aim was always to create a warm, 
friendly atmosphere for everyone’s enjoyment, 
which was far more important than winning.   
 

 
Dermot was very well travelled, due mainly to his job selling security 
equipment abroad.  He could be relied upon to answer questions about 
airports almost anywhere in the world.  In Britain he particularly enjoyed fell-
walking, not only because he could walk but also recruit quiz-team members at 
the same time. 
 
Sadly the last two years of Dermot’s life coincided with the Covid pandemic. 
Because he was shielding, for long spells he was confined to his flat, without 
his wife Christine, who died several years earlier. The remaining team 
members have agreed to continue with the ‘Exams’, but it will never be the 
same again without Dermot. Thanks and good-bye to our wonderful leader 
and great friend. 
 
General Secretary Dag Griffiths adds: 
Dermot was a model team secretary, conscientious and efficient and a great 
supporter of the league. He took the compilation of his team’s question set 
very seriously in terms of trialling and revising. Always good company we are 
grateful for the money he raised over many years for our annual charity with 
his post match ‘tax on ignorance’. 
 

 



IN BRIEF 
 

Spare Questions 
Team secretaries are reminded that it is 
their responsibility to check in advance  
that questions have arrived. 
 
If you discover that your team is without a 
set of questions on quiz nights, you can 
contact Brian Cunningham. He will have 
a spare set each week for both Monday 
and Tuesday fixtures. 
 
 

Question Sets 
Team Secretaries are  reminded that 
Question Sets for the 2023/2024 season 
must be submitted to Dag Griffiths by 
November 30th 2022 at the very latest.  

 
 

Charity Nomination 

At the AGM in April, the British Lung 

Foundation was chosen as the charity for the 

2022/2023 season in memory of Dermot 

Williams (Exams). NB At the May 2022 

committee meeting, it was agreed that in 

future teams would be encouraged to make 

more donations as the charity evening would 

no longer be held. 

 
 

Committee Meetings 
Dates for the committee meetings are as 
follows: 
 

2022 - Thursday 27th October  

2023 - Thursday 9th February 

2023 - Registration meeting will be late May or  

            early June 
 

If there is any matter that you wish to raise or 
place on the agenda, please contact Dag 
Griffiths. 
 

Trophies 

At the May 2022 committee meeting, it was 

agreed that in future individual and pairs 

trophies would be engraved and presented as 

usual but team trophies would only be used 

for photographic purposes 

 

Start Time 
Last season MQL brought this forward half an 

hour to 8.15 pm – matches should begin no 

later than 8.30 pm. If there is a problem 

starting punctually please liaise with the 

opposition.  

 

Teams are also reminded that scoresheets 

should be checked before being signed by all 

parties. 

Frank Hansen writes 
 
A year after the demise of the 
Northern League, Mike joined the 
S&F League in 2017/2018 as part 
of Dismounted. 
 
Mike began his quizzing career in 
the late 1970s with a team from the 
social club of his then employer, 
Courtaulds.  
 

In the mid 1980s he joined the Mount (later to become Dis-
mounted. Throughout his quizzing years Mike enjoyed the so-
cial side as much as the quiz itself. The team was made up of  
friends and family. Mike’s wife, Shirley, was the question per-
son at one time; a role later taken on by Mike’s long-time 
friend, Brian Tweedly.The same four people were at the core of 
the team for over thirty years: Mike, Frank Hansen (Mike’s 
brother-in-law), Steve Watson and Allen Shute. In recent years 
they were joined by Steve’s daughter, Becky, and last year by 
Mike’s younger son, Greg. 
 
The feeling amongst the team was always that if one of them 
were to leave then the rest would call it a day. With Mike’s sad 
passing Dismounted has now folded. 
 

 

Sylvia Sawyer, a former chair per-
son of our league died on the 4th 
August, 
 
Sylvia played for many years for 
the Upsteps team, the forerunner 
of Fisherman’s Rest. 
 
Her funeral service took place at 
St Teresa’s Church, Birkdale on 
Tuesday 23rd August. 
 

At about the same time we learnt of the death of Adrienne 
Crofts who played for the former Park Golf team, 
 
 

MQL PAIRS COMPETITION 

A reminder that the second Diamond Jubilee Pairs competition will 
be held on Wednesday 14th September starting at 8 pm at Prescot 
Cables FC club, Eaton Street L34 6HD courtesy of the Ormskirk 
Quiz League.  
 
Details of the format and how to enter can be found on the MQL 
website by following the link: 
 
https://merseysidequizleagues.org.uk/Default.aspx?pageid=524 
 
Entries will be confirmed on the Sunday before the competi-
tion. (Sunday 11th September) 
 
The competition is open to MQL players and there is no charge for 
entering. 

 

 

MIKE WILLIAMS 1945-2022 

SYLVIA SAWYER 1951-2022 

https://merseysidequizleagues.org.uk/Default.aspx?pageid=524

